
PHAÛI CHAÊNG THÔØI GIAN SAÉP HEÁT? 
 Hôn 75 naêm qua, Henry Luce muoán tìm moät danh töø, 
voûn veïn moät chöõ, cho moät tuaàn san tin töùc, danh töø ñoù phaûi moâ taû 
nhöõng bieán coá ñaõ xaûy ra trong ngaøy. OÂng ñaõ choïn chöõ “Thôøi.” 
Kinh Thaùnh daïy raèng: “Thôøi gian trong cuoäc ñôøi chuùng ta laø 70 
naêm” (Thaùnh Thi 90:10) . Thôøi gian laø moät nhieäm maàu. Chuùng ta caûm 
bieát thôøi gian troâi qua trong naêng thöùc. Chuùng ta ño löôøng thôøi 
gian dieãn tieán baèng nhöõng cô cuï chænh bò tinh vi. Chuùng ta ñaùnh 
daáu thôøi gian choùng bay, vaø chuùng ta ñoïc ñöôïc kyù öùc maø thôøi gian 
ñeå laïi phía sau. Song, moät ñieàu chuùng ta khoâng theå laøm, laø ñònh 
nghóa thôøi gian. 
 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow ñaõ vieát: “Thôøi gian laø gì? 
Caùi boùng treân baøn troøn chia giôø, tieáng goû trong chieác ñoàng hoà, caùt 
chaûy trong loï thuûy tinh, ngaøy vaø ñeâm, muaø heø vaø muøa ñoâng, 
thaùng, naêm vaø theá kyû – nhöõng ñieàu naày chæ laø ñoaùn ñònh vaø daáu 
chæ beân ngoaøi, söï ño löôøng thôøi gian, khoâng phaûi chính thaät thôøi 
gian.” Khoa hoïc taân tieán coá ñònh nghóa thôøi gian. Ñoâi khi thôøi gian 
ñöôïc trình baøy baèng nhöõng coâng thöùc toaùn hoïc tröøu töôïng, ñoâi khi 
baèng söï phaân giaûi caùc giaác mô, ñoâi khi nhö theâm vaøo khoâng gian 
moät chieàu thöù tö. 
 Kinh Thaùnh daïy raèng thôøi gian vaø ñôøi soáng coät chaët vôùi 
nhau. Döôøng nhö toaøn theå vuõ truï ñöôïc toå chöùc ñeå ño löôøng thôøi 
gian. Thieân nhieân gioáng nhö moät xöôûng khoång loà cheá taïo ñoàng hoà, 
trong ñoù haøng ngaøn kieåu maùy tính thôøi gian vang reàn tíc taéc. Nhòp 
tim chæ ñieåm thôøi gian qua mau; voøng quay ñòa caàu ghi ngaøy vaø 
ñeâm quùa vaõng, caùc tuaàn traêng, ngaøy thaùng vaãn tieáp tuïc, caùc haønh 
tinh vaãn quay ñeàu, vaø caùc naêm vaãn tieán böôùc.  

Ñòa chaát hoïc nghieân cöùu nhöõng neáp nhaên ghi laïi bôûi thôøi 
gian treân vaàng traùn ñòa caàu. Thieân vaên hoïc nghieân cöùu vieäc ñieàu 
ñoäng thôøi gian treân caùc töøng trôøi. Khaûo coå hoïc, quan saùt nhöõng di 
tích thôøi coå, doø daãm theo caùc daáu chaân thôøi gian qua nhöõng thôøi 
ñaïi xa xöa.  

Vaøo luùc naày trong naêm, chuùng ta noùi veà “Boá Giaø Thôøi 
Gian” vaø hình dung moät cuï gìa vôùi moät choøm raâu baïc daøi, moät tay 
caàm löôõi haùi (töû thaàn), vaø tay kia caàm loï caùt thôøi gian. Nhöng thôøi 
gian laø moät teân troäm. Thôøi gian cöôùp maát naêng löïc cuûa baép thòt vaø 
thanh xuaân cuûa dieän maïo chuùng ta. Thôøi gian giaät chuùng ta khoûi 
söùc khoûe vaø sau cuøng loät chuùng ta khoûi moïi ñieàu chuùng ta coù. 
 
YÙ NGHÓA THÔØI GIAN ÑOÁI VÔÙI NHÖÕNG NGÖÔØI 
CÖÙU THEÁ GIAÙO 
 Ñoái vôùi tín ñoà Cöùu theá giaùo, thôøi gian coù moät yù nghóa ñaïo 
ñöùc vaø moät yù nghóa taâm linh. Chuùng ta haõy xem xeùt thôøi gian treân 
ba phöông dieän: 
 Thöù nhaát, thôøi gian laø moät tin caäy. Chuùng ta ñaõ laøm gì vôùi 
thôøi gian? Chuùng ta coù phí phaïm thôøi gian chaêng, ñeå thôøi gian 
chui qua khe ngoùn tay, hoaëc tieâu phí thôøi gian trong nhöõng ñam 
meâ laïc thuù? Hay laø chuùng ta quùi troïng thôøi gian, duøng thôøi gian 
cho lôïi ích toái ña, traùm ñaày moãi phuùt baèng 60 giaây xöùng ñaùng ñeå 
phuïc vuï Thöôïng Ñeá? Söù ñoà Paul khuyeân baûo chuùng ta phaûi “mua 
chuoäc thôøi gian” (Eph. 5:16). Thôøi gian khoâng theå phuïc hoài, maø chæ 
coù theå mua chuoäc. Chuùng ta haõy quan taâm ñeán thôøi gian nhö moät 
tin caäy. 
 Thöù nhì, thôøi gian laø moät thöû thaùch. Gæa nhö toâi muoán 
hoûi: Baïn ñeà nghò laøm gì luùc 1 giôø hoâm qua. Baïn seõ nghó raèng toâi 
ñaõ maát  

        IS TIME RUNNING OUT?                          

  More than 75 years ago, Henry Luce wanted a name, in 
just one word, for a weekly newsmagazine that would describe 
the passing events of the day. He chose the word Time. The Bible 
says: “The days of our lives are seventy years.” (Psalm 90:10). Time is 
a mystery. We sense its passing in our consciousness. We measure its 
progress with delicately adjusted instruments. We mark its flight 
and read the record it leaves behind. But the one thing we cannot 
do is define it. 
 
 
        Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: "What is time? The        
shadow on the dial, the striking of the clock, the running of the 
sand, day and night, summer and winter, months, years, centuries-
these are but arbitrary and outward signs, the measure of time, not 
time itself." Modern science attempts to define time. Sometimes it 
is set forth by abstract mathematical formulas, sometimes by the 
analysis of dreams, sometimes as a fourth dimension added to 
space.                                  
           

The Bible teaches that time and life are tied together. It 
seems that the whole universe is organized for measuring time. 
Nature is like a huge  clockmaker's shop in which thousands of 
timepieces are ticking. Pulse beats  indicate the fleeting momenrs, 
the  rotarion of the earth marks the passing of day and night; the 
phases of the moon, the moving on of the months; tne revolutions 
of the planets, the march of the years. 
 Geology studies the wrinkles written by time on earth's 
brow. Astronomy studies the clockwork of the heavens.  heavens. 
Archaeology peering about among the relics of the ancient past, 
traces the footprints of time in the  ages gone by. 
  
            At this time of year we speak of Father Time and visualize 
an old man with a long white beard who is holding a scythe in one 
hand and an hourglass in the other hand. But time is a thief. Time 
steals strength from our muscles and youth from our faces. Time 
robs us of our health and strips us at last of everything that we 
have. 
 
 THE MEANING OF TIME  TO CHRISTIANS 
    
       To the Christian, time has a moral significance and a  spiritual 
meaning. Let us consider time in three ways. 
   

First, time is a trust. What are we doing with it? Are   we 
frittering it away, letting it slip through our fingers,  squandering it 
in wanton waste? Or are we treasuring it, using it to maximun 
advantage, filling every minute with 60 seconds' worth of service 
to God? The Apostle Paul counsels us to "redeem the time" 
(Ephesians 5:16). Time cannot be relived; it can only be redeemed. 
Let us treat time as a trust.  
      

Second, time is a test. Suppose I were to ask you what  
you propose to do at 1 o'clock yesterday. You would think I had  
trí. Baïn coù theå traû lôøi: “Ñöøng ngôù ngaån, Toâi khoâng theå quyeát ñònh 
ñieàu toâi seõ laøm trong moät thôøi ñieåm ñaõ qua, bôûi toâi ñaõ quyeát ñònh 
vaán ñeà ñoù.” 



 Nhöng, gæa nhö toâi muoán hoûi: “Baïn ñeà nghò laøm gì luùc 1 
giôø ngaøy mai?” Baïn coù theå traû lôøi: “Toâi coù theå laøm ñieàu naày, hoaëc 
toâi coù theå laøm ñieàu kia.” 
 Thôøi quùa khöù laø thôøi gian trong ñoù chuùng ta khoâng coù 
naêng löïc, nhöng thôøi gian saép ñeán daønh cho moãi ngöôøi chuùng ta 
nhöõng khaû naêng choïn löïa ñaïo ñöùc vaø taâm linh.  
 Trong khi cuoäc ñôøi dieãn tieán, haèng tæ bieán coá xaûy ra trong 
moãi giaây phuùt thôøi gian lòch söû. Ñoái vôùi haèng tæ bieán coá ñoù, chuùng 
ta chung goùp ñònh phaàn cuûa chuùng ta. Kyø tôùi, Baïn seõ chung goùp 
ñònh phaàn naøo? Trong giaây phuùt tôùi, Baïn seõ noùi moät ñieàu doái laùo, 
hay vi phaïm nhöõng toäi loãi khaùc, hoaëc Baïn coù theå choïn caùch duøng 
thôøi gian ñoù ñeå phuïc vuï Thöôïng Ñeá vaø caát giöõ nhöõng kho taøng 
vónh cöûu.  
 Thôøi gian, chính noù khoâng toát maø cuõng khoâng xaáu, tröø khi 
chuùng ta khieán noù nhö vaäy. Nhöng thôøi gian trôû neân moät thöû thaùch 
quan troïng, saøng saûy chuùng ta löôïc naày ñeán löôïc khaùc, phuùt naày 
qua phuùt khaùc. 

Phaûn öùng cuûa Baïn theá naøo ñoái vôùi thöû thaùch ñoù? Thöû 
thaùch ñoù aûnh höôûng ñeán Baïn ra sao? Moãi ngaøy Baïn coù tröôûng 
thaønh trong hoàng aân vaø thoâng hieåu veà Chuùa Cöùu Theá Jesus cuûa 
chuùng ta (II Pet. 3:18)? Baïn coù taän duïng moïi cô hoäi ñeå nghieân cöùu 
Kinh Thaùnh vaø caàu nguyeän? Baïn coù taän duïng moïi cô hoäi ñeå minh 
chöùng veà Ñaáng Cöùu Theá Jesus? 

Thöù ba, thôøi gian laø moät haïnh ngoä. Thôøi gian ñöôïc ban 
cho chuùng ta nhaèm muïc ñích toân vinh Thöôïng Ñeá trong ñôøi naày. 
Thôøi gian ñöôïc ban cho chuùng ta ñeå gaëp gôõ Thöôïng Ñeá haèng 
soáng. Duø moät ngöôøi coù theå danh tieáng theá naøo, hay duø söï giaøu 
sang cuûa ngöôøi lôùn lao theá naøo, hay baát cöù söï ñoùng goùp naøo cuûa 
ngöôøi vaøo vaên chöông hay khoa hoïc, neáu ngöôøi aáy ñaõ khoâng ñi 
vaøo moät kinh nghieäm bieán caûi thieát yeáu cho ñôøi soáng vôùi Ñaáng 
Cöùu Theá Jesus, thì con ngöôøi ñoù ñaõ soáng voâ ích.  

Vaäy, thôøi gian laø moät haïnh ngoä vôùi Ñaáng Christ, vaø Kinh 
Thaùnh daïy raèng: “Nay laø thôøi aân hueä” (II Cor. 6:2). Thöôïng Ñeá ñaõ 
ban cho chuùng ta moät thôøi cô, trong ñoù chuùng ta coù theå ñeán ñeå bieát 
Chuùa Cöùu Theá Jesus Con Ngaøi. Chuùng ta coù theå ra khoûi thôøi gian 
ñeå vaøo trong vónh cöûu vôùi Ngaøi. Töø nay, moïi ñieàu chuùng ta laøm, 
coù theå laøm trong yù nieäm vónh cöûu.  

Moät caâu chuyeän keå laïi veà moät nhoùm ngöôøi bò ñaém taøu, 
beành boàng treân moät chieác thuyeàn nhoû, trong côn baõo bieån giöõa 
Ñaïi Taây Döông. Sau khi troâi giaït nhieàu ngaøy, moät ñeâm hoï thaáy 
aùnh saùng cuûa moät chieác taøu ñang chaïy qua. Nhöng laøm sao hoï coù 
theå gaây chuù yù cho nhöõng ngöôøi treân taøu? Laøm sao hoï coù theå khieán 
nhöõng ngöôøi treân taøu bieát tình traïng tuyeät voïng cuûa hoï? Hoï coù 
moät chieác ñeøn baõo – song chæ coù moät que dieâm. 

Moät ngöôøi naøo ñoù treân thuyeàn phaûi nhaän traùch nhieäm baät 
löûa que dieâm. Caùi que dieâm duy nhaát ñoù laø taát caû cho söï lieân laïc 
giöõa hoï vaø chieác taøu ñang chaïy qua. Phaûi laøm caùch naøo? Hoï 
quyeát ñònh boác thaêm, vaø traùch nhieäm naëng neà ñoù rôi treân ngöôøi 
thuûy thuû treû nhaát.  

Vôùi moät lôøi caàu nguyeän treân moâi vaø nhöõng ngoùn tay run 
raåy, anh chaïm maïnh que dieâm. Trong moät choác, ñoùm löûa lung linh 
nhö saép taét. Que dieâm ñöôïc boïc trong loøng hai baøn tay, ngöôøi thuûy 
thuû treû thoø tay vaøo cöûa chieác ñeøn, thaép saùng ngoïn neán, roài leï laøng 
ñoùng cöûa laïi. Treân taøu, chuyeân vieân quan saùt phaùt hieän ñoùm saùng 
vaø thoâng baùo vò thuyeàn tröôûng, vaø nhoùm ngöôøi ñoù ñöôïc cöùu. 
 

lost my mind. You might reply,"Don't be silly. I cannot decide 
what I shall do at 1 o'clock yesterday, because I've decided that 
issue." 
     But suppose I were to ask you, "What do you propose to 
do at 1 o'clock tomorrow?" You might answer, "I may do this, or I 
may do that." 
     Time past is time over which we have no power, but    
time to come lays upon each one of us the possibility of moral and 
spiritual choices. 
      As life goes on, there are billions of events happening    
in every moment of historic time. To those billions of events we 
contribute our quotas. What is the next contribution that you will 
make? In the next instant you can tell a lie or commit other sins, 
or you can choose to use that time to serve God and to lay up 
treasures for eternity. 
      

Time in itself is neither good nor bad except as we     
make it so. But it becomes a crucial test, sifting us through and 
through, minute by minute. 
      

How are you reacting to that test? How does it affect     
you? Are you growing daily in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (II Pcter 3:18 ). Do you take advantage of every 
opportunity to study the Scriptures and to pray? Do you take 
advantage of every opportunity to witness to Jesus Christ? 
 

Third, time is an appointment.Time has been given to us 
for the purpose of glorifying God in this life. Time has been given 
to us to have an encounter with the living God. However famous a 
person may be, or however great his wealth, or whatever his 
contribution to literature or science, if he has not come into a vital 
conversion experience with Jesus Christ, then that person has 
lived in vain. 
   

Thus time is an appointment with Christ, and the Bible 
says, "Now is the accepted time" (II Corinthians 6:2). God has given us 
a moment in which we can come to know His Son Jesus Christ. 
We can come out of time and enter eternity with Him. From        
now on, everything we do can be done with eternity in view. 
           

A story has been told about a party of men shipwrecked 
and adrift in a small boat on a stormy sea in the mid-Atlantic 
Ocean. After floating for several days, the men one night saw the 
light of a passing ship. But how could they attract the ttention of 
those on the ship? How could they malce them aware of their 
desperate plight? They had a lantern - but only one match. 
    Someone in the boat had to accept the responsibility  of 
striking that one match. That solitary match was all that stood 
between them and the liner that was steaming by. What was to be 
done? Thcy decided to cast lots, and the heavy responsibility fell 
upon the youngest sailor. 

With a prayer on his lips and with trembling fingers, he 
struck the match. For a moment the flame flickered as though it 
would go out. Shielding the match with his cupped hands, the 
young sailor put it through the open door of the lantern, lit the stub 
of the candle and quickly closed the door. On the liner the lookout 
man spotted the light and informed the captain, and soon the men 
were saved. 



 Trong nhöõng côn baûo bieån cuoäc ñôøi vaø ñoái nghòch haäu 
caûnh vónh cöûu, thôøi ñieåm hieän traïng lung linh nhö ñoùm löûa cuûa 
que dieâm tröôùc gioù. Baïn seõ laøm gì trong hoaøn caûnh cuûa Baïn? 
 Ebenezer Erskine vieát raèng trong muøa heø 1708, OÂng ñaõ 
“caát ñaàu ra khoûøi thôøi gian ñeå vaøo vónh cöûu.” Ñoù laø giôø phuùt OÂng 
tieáp nhaän Chuùa Cöùu Theá Jesus laøm Ñaáng Cöùu ñoä ñôøi OÂng. Giôø 
phuùt ñoù laø thôøi ñieåm sinh toàn cuûa OÂng, laø luùc vinh quang trong ñôøi 
OÂng. Baïn muoán ñöôïc haïnh ngoä cuøng Chuùa Jesus chaêng? 
 
CUOÁI ÑIEÅM VAØ KHÔÛI ÑIEÅM 
 Trong khi theá giôùi chuyeån ñoäng töø khuûng hoaûng ñeán 
khuûng hoaûng, moät thôøi ñieåm seõ ñeán treân chieác ñoàng hoà cuûa 
Thöôïng Ñeá vaø giôø phuùt ñoù saép vang tieáng. Kinh Thaùnh cho chuùng 
ta bieát raèng ñieåm cuoái seõ ñeán, song cuoái ñieåm cuõng seõ laø khôûi 
ñieåm. Khi Ñaáng Cöùu Theá Jesus trôû laïi, thì seõ laø ñieåm cuoái cuûa heä 
thoáng theá gian ñoäc aùc naày, vaø cuõng laø khôûi ñieåm cho trieàu ñaïi cuûa 
Thöôïng Ñeá treân khaép ñòa caàu. 
 Nhöng tröôùc giôø phuùt ñoù vang tieáng, theá giôùi chuùng ta seõ 
ñi vaøo khuûng hoaûng naày qua khuûng hoaûng khaùc. Seõ coù chieán tranh 
vaø nhöõng lôøi ñoàn veà chieán tranh, noåi loaïn vaø baïo ñoäng khaép nôi. 
Ngöôøi ta seõ phaûn boäi laãn nhau, trong khi söï doái traù trong loøng hoï 
tuoân ra ngoaøi – hoï laïi treo Ñaáng Cöùu Theá Jesus treân thaäp gía.    
 Giôø phuùt ñaõ muoän. Thôøi kyø ñeán khi ngöôøi ta keâu caàu 
Thöôïng Ñeá, song hoï seõ khoâng ñöôïc traû lôøi. Hoï tìm kieám Thöôïng 
Ñeá, song hoï seõ khoâng gaëp döôïc Ngaøi (Chaâm Ngoân 1:8). 

 Hoâm nay laø ngaøy cuûa Baïn ñöôïc cöùu ñoä (II Cor. 6:2). Hoâm 
nay, Baïn coù theå tieáp nhaän Chuùa Cöùu Theá Jesus laøm Ñaáng Cöùu ñoä 
ñôøi Baïn. Baïn coù theå ñaët nieàm tin cuûa Baïn, söï troâng caäy vaø tín caån 
cuûa Baïn nôi Ngaøi. Ngaøi seõ thay ñoåi chieàu höôùng thôøi gian vaø ñaët 
Baïn vaøo nôi vónh cöûu vôùi Ngaøi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the stormy seas of life and against the back-ground 
of eternity, the present moment flickers like the flicker of that 
lighted match. What will you do with your moment? 
     Ebenezer Erskine wrote that in the summer of 1708, That 
hour was his existential moment, his life's crowning instant. Will 
you keep your appointment with Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
THE END AND THE BEGINNING 
  As the world moves from crisis to crisis, a moment will 
come on God's clock, and that hour is about to strike. The Bible 
tells us that the end will come but that the end also will be the 
beginning. When Jesus Christ comes again, it will be the end of 
this world's system of evil and the beginning of God's reign 
throughout the earth. 
  

But before that hour strikes, our world is in for crisis after 
crisis. There will be wars and rumors of wars, revolutions and riots 
everywhere. People will betray each other as the deceitfulness of 
their hearts comes out into the open - crucifying Jesus Christ 
afresh. 

The hour is late. The time is coming when people will 
call upon God, but they will not hear an answer. They will look for 
God, but they will not find him (Proverbs 1:8). 
  Today is your day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Today you 
can accept Jesus Christ as your Savior. You can put your faith, 
your trust and your confidence in Him. He will change your 
dimension of time and put you into eternity with Him.  
(By Billy Graham – Decision January 2003) 
                 
 
                        


