PHAI CHANG THOI GIAN SAP HET?

Hon 75 nim qua, Henry Luce mudn tim mot danh ti,
vén ven mdt chit, cho mdt tudn san tin tifc, danh tir d6 phai mo ta
nhitng bién c¢d da xiy ra trong ngay. Ong da chon chit “Thdi.”
Kinh Thénh day riing: “Thoi gian trong cudc doi chiing ta la 70
ndm” (Thanh Thi 90:10) . Th&i gian 12 mdt nhi€ém mau. Chiing ta cdm
bi€t thoi gian tréi qua trong niing thic. Ching ta do ludng thoi
gian dién ti€n bing nhitng cd cu chinh bi tinh vi. Ching ta danh
diu thdi gian chéng bay, va ching ta doc dugc ky rc ma thdi gian
dé lai phia sau. Song, mot diéu chiing ta khong thé lam, 13 dinh
nghia thdi gian.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow da viét: “Thdi gian 1a gi?
Cdi bong trén ban tron chia gid, ti€ng gd trong chi€c dong hd, cét
chdy trong lo thiy tinh, ngay va dém, mua hé va mua déng,
thang, nim va th& ky — nhitng diéu nay chi 12 dodn dinh va diu
chi bén ngoai, sy do ludng thdi gian, khong phdi chinh thit thdi
gian.” Khoa hoc tin tién c6 dinh nghia thdi gian. P6i khi thdi gian
dudc trinh bay biing nhitng cong thifc todn hoc tritu tugng, ddi khi
biing sy phan gidi cdc gidc mo, doi khi nhu thém vao khong gian
mdt chiéu thd tu.

Kinh Thdnh day riing thdi gian va ddi song cdt chit vdi
nhau. Dudng nhu toan thé vii tru dugc t§ chitc d€ do luong thdi
gian. Thién nhién giong nhu mot xudng khdng 16 ché tao ddng hd,
trong d6 hang ngan ki€u may tinh thdi gian vang rén tic tic. Nhip
tim chi di€m thdi gian qua mau; vong quay dia cAu ghi ngay va
dém qua ving, cdc tuin tring, ngay thdng van ti€p tuc, cdc hanh
tinh vin quay déu, va cdc nim van ti&€n budc.

Dia chat hoc nghién cttu nhitng n€p nhin ghi lai bsi thdi
gian trén vang tran dia cAu. Thién vin hoc nghién ctu viéc diéu
dong thdi gian trén cdc tirng trdi. Khdo cd hoc, quan sit nhirng di
tich thai ¢d, do dAm theo cdc dau chan thdi gian qua nhitng thdi
dai xa xua.

Vao ldc ndy trong nim, ching ta néi vé “B& Gia Thai
Gian” va hinh dung mot cu gia v6i mot chom rau bac dai, mot tay
cAm 1ui hdi (i thin), va tay kia cam lo cdt thdi gian. Nhung thdi
gian 13 mot tén trom. Thdi gian cu6p mat ning lyc cia bip thit va
thanh xuin clda dién mao ching ta. Thoi gian giat chiing ta khdi
stic khde va sau cling 16t chiing ta khdi moi diéu ching ta c6.

Y NGHIA THOI GIAN POI VGI NHUNG NGUOT
CUU THE GIAO

Dai vdi tin @6 Citu thé gido, thdi gian c6 mot ¥ nghia dao
dic va mot y nghia tdm linh. Ching ta hdy xem xét thdi gian trén
ba phuong dién:

Thi nha't, thdi gian 1a mot tin cay. Ching ta da 1am gi véi
thdi gian? Ching ta c¢6 phi pham thdi gian ching, d€ thdi gian
chui qua khe ngén tay, hodc ti€u phi thdi gian trong nhitng dam
mé lac thd? Hay la ching ta qui trong thdi gian, dung thdi gian
cho 1gi ich t8i da, trdm diy mdi phiit biing 60 gidy xitng ding dé
phuc vu Thugng P&? St @6 Paul khuyén bdo chiing ta phdi “mua
chudc thdi gian” (Eph. 5:16). Thdi gian khong thé phuc hdi, ma chi
c6 thé mua chudc. Ching ta hay quan tim dén thdi gian nhu mot
tin cay.

Thd nhi, thdi gian 1a mot thi thach. Gia nhu t6i mudn
héi: Ban dé nghi lam gi lic 1 gid hom qua. Ban sé& nghi ring toi
da mat

IS TIME RUNNING OUT?

Mbre than 75 years ago, Henry Luce wanted a name, in
just one word, for a weekly newsmagazine that would describe
the passing events of the day. He chose the word Time. The Bible
says: “The days of our lives are seventy years.” (Psalm 90:10). Time is
a mystery. We sense its passing in our consciousness. We measure its
progress with delicately adjusted instruments. We mark its flight
and read the record it leaves behind. But the one thing we cannot
do is define it.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: "What is time? The
shadow on the dial, the striking of the clock, the running of the
sand, day and night, summer and winter, months, years, centuries-
these are but arbitrary and outward signs, the measure of time, not
time itself." Modern science attempts to define time. Sometimes it
is set forth by abstract mathematical formulas, sometimes by the
analysis of dreams, sometimes as a fourth dimension added to
space.

The Bible teaches that time and life are tied together. It
seems that the whole universe is organized for measuring time.
Nature is like a huge clockmaker's shop in which thousands of
timepieces are ticking. Pulse beats indicate the fleeting momenrs,
the rotarion of the earth marks the passing of day and night; the
phases of the moon, the moving on of the months; tne revolutions
of the planets, the march of the years.

Geology studies the wrinkles written by time on earth's
brow. Astronomy studies the clockwork of the heavens. heavens.
Archaeology peering about among the relics of the ancient past,
traces the footprints of time in the ages gone by.

At this time of year we speak of Father Time and visualize
an old man with a long white beard who is holding a scythe in one
hand and an hourglass in the other hand. But time is a thief. Time
steals strength from our muscles and youth from our faces. Time
robs us of our health and strips us at last of everything that we
have.

THE MEANING OF TIME TO CHRISTIANS

To the Christian, time has a moral significance and a spiritual
meaning. Let us consider time in three ways.

First, time is a trust. What are we doing with it? Are we
frittering it away, letting it slip through our fingers, squandering it
in wanton waste? Or are we treasuring it, using it to maximun
advantage, filling every minute with 60 seconds' worth of service
to God? The Apostle Paul counsels us to "redeem the time"
(Ephesians 5:16). Time cannot be relived; it can only be redeemed.
Let us treat time as a trust.

Second, time is a test. Suppose I were to ask you what
you propose to do at 1 o'clock yesterday. You would think I had
tri. Ban c6 thé tra 15i: “Pirng ngd ngan, Toi khong thé quyét dinh
diéu toi s& 1am trong mot thdi diém di qua, bdi tdi da quyét dinh
van dé d6.”



Nhung, gia nhu t6i mudn hdi: “Ban dé nghi lam gi lic 1
gid ngdy mai?” Ban c6 thé trd 13i: “Toi c6 thé 1am diéu ndy, hoic
t6i c6 thé 1am diéu kia.”

Thdi quia khit 12 thoi gian trong d6 ching ta khong cé
ning lyc, nhung thdi gian sip d&€n danh cho mdi ngudi ching ta
nhitng kha nang chon lwa dao ddc va tdm linh.

Trong khi cudc ddi dién ti€n, hiing ti bi€n cd x4y ra trong
mdi gidy phiit thdi gian lich stt. P&i v6i hiing i bién ¢§ d6, chiing
ta chung gép dinh phin cda chiing ta. Ky t6i, Ban sé& chung gép
dinh phan nao? Trong gidy phit t6i, Ban s& néi mot diéu doi ldo,
hay vi pham nhitng t9i 16i khdc, hoic Ban c6 thé chon cich ding
thdi gian d6 d€ phuc vu Thugng D€ va cit giit nhitng kho tang
vinh ctu.

Thdi gian, chinh né khdng t8t ma ciing khong x4, trit khi
chiing ta khi€n né nhu viay. Nhung thdi gian trd nén mot thif thiach
quan trong, sang sdy ching ta ludc nay dén lugc khac, phit ndy
qua phut khéc.

Phin ng ctia Ban th€ nao d6i v6i thit thach d6? Thir
thdch d6 4nh hudng d&€n Ban ra sao? Mdi ngdy Ban c6 trudng
thanh trong hong an va thong hi€u vé Chiia Cttu Th€ Jesus cia
chiing ta (I Pet. 3:18)? Ban c6 tin dung moi cd hdi d€ nghién ctu
Kinh Th4nh va ciu nguyén? Ban c6 tin dung moi cd hoi d€ minh
chiing vé Pang Cttu Thé Jesus?

Thit ba, thoi gian 12 mdt hanh ngd. Thoi gian dugc ban
cho chiing ta nhim muc dich ton vinh Thugng P& trong ddi ndy.
Thi gian dudc ban cho ching ta d€ gip gd Thugng P& hing
song. Dit mot ngudi c6 thé danh ti€ng thé€ nao, hay du sy gidu
sang clia ngudi 16n lao th& nado, hay bit cit sw déng gép ndo clia
ngudi vao viin chuong hay khoa hoc, néu ngudi 4y da khong di
vao mdt kinh nghiém bi€n cdi thi€t y&u cho ddi song véi Pang
Cttu Thé Jesus, thi con ngudi d6 da sdng vo ich.

Viy, thdi gian 12 mot hanh ngd véi Pang Christ, va Kinh
Thanh day riing: “Nay la thoi dn hué” (1 Cor. 6:2). Thugng D€ da
ban cho chiing ta mdt thdi co, trong d6 chiing ta c6 thé dén d€ bict
Chiia Cttu Thé Jesus Con Ngai. Chiing ta c¢6 thé ra khdi thdi gian
dé vao trong vinh clru vdi Ngai. Tir nay, moi diéu chiing ta lam,
c6 thé 1am trong ¥ niém vinh citu.

Mot ciu chuyén k& lai vé mot nhém ngudi bi dim tau,
bénh bdng trén mot chi€c thuyén nhd, trong con bio bién giita
DPai Tdy Duong. Sau khi troi giat nhiu ngdy, mot dém ho thay
4nh sdng cla mot chi€c tau dang chay qua. Nhung Iam sao ho c6
thé gy chi y cho nhitng ngudi trén tau? Lam sao ho c6 thé khién
nhitng ngudi trén tau bi€t tinh trang tuyét vong ctia ho? Ho cé
mdt chi€c dén bao — song chi c6 mot que diém.

Mot ngudi nao dé trén thuyén phai nhén trach nhiém bat
Itra que diém. C4i que diém duy nhat d6 13 tit ci cho sy lién lac
gifta ho va chi€c thu dang chay qua. Phdi 1Am cdch nao? Ho
quy€t dinh bdc thim, va trich nhiém ning né dé rdi trén ngudi
thdy thi tré nhat.

Vé6i mot 18i cAu nguyén trén mdi va nhitng ngén tay run
riy, anh cham manh que diém. Trong mot chdc, d6m Ii¥a lung linh
nhu sidp tit. Que diém dudc boc trong 10ng hai ban tay, ngudi thiy
thd tré tho tay vao cita chi€c den, thip sdng ngon nén, rdi le lang
déng cta lai. Trén tau, chuyén vién quan st phdat hién dém sdng
va thong bdo vi thuyén trudng, va nhém ngudi d6 dudc citu.

lost my mind. You might reply,"Don't be silly. I cannot decide
what I shall do at 1 o'clock yesterday, because I've decided that
issue."

But suppose I were to ask you, "What do you propose to
do at 1 o'clock tomorrow?" You might answer, "I may do this, or I
may do that."

Time past is time over which we have no power, but
time to come lays upon each one of us the possibility of moral and
spiritual choices.

As life goes on, there are billions of events happening
in every moment of historic time. To those billions of events we
contribute our quotas. What is the next contribution that you will
make? In the next instant you can tell a lie or commit other sins,
or you can choose to use that time to serve God and to lay up
treasures for eternity.

Time in itself is neither good nor bad except as we
make it so. But it becomes a crucial test, sifting us through and
through, minute by minute.

How are you reacting to that test? How does it affect
you? Are you growing daily in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ (Il Pcter 3:18 ). Do you take advantage of every
opportunity to study the Scriptures and to pray? Do you take
advantage of every opportunity to witness to Jesus Christ?

Third, time is an appointment.Time has been given to us
for the purpose of glorifying God in this life. Time has been given
to us to have an encounter with the living God. However famous a
person may be, or however great his wealth, or whatever his
contribution to literature or science, if he has not come into a vital
conversion experience with Jesus Christ, then that person has
lived in vain.

Thus time is an appointment with Christ, and the Bible
says, "Now is the accepted time" (1l Corinthians 6:2). God has given us
a moment in which we can come to know His Son Jesus Christ.
We can come out of time and enter eternity with Him. From
now on, everything we do can be done with eternity in view.

A story has been told about a party of men shipwrecked
and adrift in a small boat on a stormy sea in the mid-Atlantic
Ocean. After floating for several days, the men one night saw the
light of a passing ship. But how could they attract the ttention of
those on the ship? How could they malce them aware of their
desperate plight? They had a lantern - but only one match.

Someone in the boat had to accept the responsibility of
striking that one match. That solitary match was all that stood
between them and the liner that was steaming by. What was to be
done? They decided to cast lots, and the heavy responsibility fell
upon the youngest sailor.

With a prayer on his lips and with trembling fingers, he
struck the match. For a moment the flame flickered as though it
would go out. Shielding the match with his cupped hands, the
young sailor put it through the open door of the lantern, lit the stub
of the candle and quickly closed the door. On the liner the lookout
man spotted the light and informed the captain, and soon the men
were saved.



Trong nhitng con bdo bién cudc ddi va ddi nghich hau
canh vinh ctru, thdi di€ém hién trang lung linh nhu dém Ia cia
que diém trude gié. Ban sé lam gi trong hoan cdnh cia Ban?

Ebenezer Erskine viét ring trong miia he 1708, Ong da
“cit ddu ra khdi thdi gian d€ vao vinh ctru.” D6 1a gid phit Ong
ti€p nhan Chiia Citu Th€ Jesus lam Pang Ctu d6 ddi Ong. Gid
phiit d6 1a thdi diém sinh tén ciia Ong, 1a liic vinh quang trong di
Ong. Ban mudn dugc hanh ngd ciing Chiia Jesus ching?

CUOI PIEM VA KHGI PIEM

Trong khi thé gidi chuyén dong tir khing hodng dén
khiing hoidng, mot thi diém s& dén trén chi€c ddng hd cia
Thudng D& va git phit d6 sip vang ti€ng. Kinh Thanh cho chiing
ta bi€t ring di€m cudi s& dén, song cudi di€m ciing s& 13 khdi
di€ém. Khi Pang Citu Thé Jesus trd lai, thi s& 1a di€m cudi clia hé
thong thé gian doc dc ndy, va ciing 1a khdi diém cho triéu dai cia
Thugng D€ trén khip dia ciu.

Nhung trude gid phiit d6 vang ti€ng, th€ gidi ching ta sé
di vao khiing hodng niy qua khiing hodng khdc. S& c6 chi&n tranh
va nhitng 15i ddn vé chién tranh, ndi loan va bao dong khip noi.
Ngudi ta s& phdn bdi 1an nhau, trong khi sy ddi trd trong 1ong ho
tudn ra ngodi — ho lai treo PaAng Citu Thé Jesus trén thip gia.

Gio phiit di mudn. Thdi ky dén khi ngudi ta kéu cau
Thudng D€, song ho s& khong dudc tr 13i. Ho tim ki€m Thugng
D¢, song ho s& khdng gip dudc Ngai (Cham Ngon 1:8).

Ho6m nay 1a ngay clda Ban dugc cttu do (I Cor. 6:2). HOm
nay, Ban c6 thé ti€p nhan Chia Cttu Th& Jesus 1am Pang Cdu do
ddi Ban. Ban c6 thé dit niém tin ctia Ban, sy trong cay va tin cin
clia Ban noi Ngai. Ngai s& thay d6i chiéu hudng thdi gian va dit
Ban vao nai vinh cttu v4i Ngai.

And the stormy seas of life and against the back-ground
of eternity, the present moment flickers like the flicker of that
lighted match. What will you do with your moment?

Ebenezer Erskine wrote that in the summer of 1708, That
hour was his existential moment, his life's crowning instant. Will
you keep your appointment with Jesus Christ?

THE END AND THE BEGINNING

As the world moves from crisis to crisis, a moment will
come on God's clock, and that hour is about to strike. The Bible
tells us that the end will come but that the end also will be the
beginning. When Jesus Christ comes again, it will be the end of
this world's system of evil and the beginning of God's reign
throughout the earth.

But before that hour strikes, our world is in for crisis after
crisis. There will be wars and rumors of wars, revolutions and riots
everywhere. People will betray each other as the deceitfulness of
their hearts comes out into the open - crucifying Jesus Christ
afresh.

The hour is late. The time is coming when people will
call upon God, but they will not hear an answer. They will look for
God, but they will not find him (Proverbs 1:8).

Today is your day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Today you
can accept Jesus Christ as your Savior. You can put your faith,
your trust and your confidence in Him. He will change your

dimension of time and put you into eternity with Him.
(By Billy Graham — Decision January 2003)



